C. Norman Sellers, Th. D.
 





TLBC

Disseminating the Decision
Acts 15:22- 35
Introduction:

I. Fitly Chosen Leaders – 15:22

A. The Purpose – 
﻿﻿ 
“Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.”
They were sent to authenticate the decision of the council. If Paul and Barnabas went back and said, “We were right!” The people might wonder. 

B. The People – 

“namely, Judas who was also named ﻿﻿Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren.”
Judas Barsabas (a Jew) might have been the brother of one of the 2 men who were put forth as possible replacements for Judas Iscariot.
Acts 1:23 
“And they proposed two: Joseph called ﻿﻿Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.”
Silas was a Roman (i.e. a Gentile). This gave balance to the witness. Silas went with Paul on the next missionary trip -16:40
II. First Church Letter – 15:23-29
A. The Greeting – 15:23
1. The Senders – 

a. The Highest Authority – 
The apostles, [Apostles were unique to the first century]. The twelve - Mathias has replaced Judas, Iscariot Others are called apostle – Barnabas (Acts 14:14); Paul –- “Am I not an Apostle?” (I Corinthians 9:1)
Ephesians 2:20
“…having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,”
Elders – The leaders in the Jerusalem church.
b. Lowest Humility – 
[and the] in the majority of manuscripts, but not in the older manuscripts
brethren, 
brothers
1). Priesthood of the Believers 

· There is no priestly class in the church.
· We pray for one another, but we also pray for ourselves.

· We call for the elders to pray for us when we are sick. James 5

· But, in the same context, we are told to “Pray for one another”.
2). Autonomy of the Local Church

· Antioch had voluntarily sent representatives to Jerusalem.
· The Jerusalem church had no rule over them.

· They wanted the opinion of the apostles, esp. on this troubling issue.
· It is good to ask and receive advice from each other.

2. The Recipients - 

To the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: [need map here]
3. The Greeting

Χαίρειν – Greeting  - (See also James 1:1) 
There are only 2 uses of this form as a greeting. James used it both times. He is writing this letter and he wrote the epistle.

B. A Word of Guidance – 15:24-27
1. To Those who were Not Sent – 15:24
“Since we have heard that ﻿﻿some who went out from us have troubled you with words, ﻿﻿unsettling your souls, ﻿﻿saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the law”— to whom we gave no such commandment— 
Acts 15:1 is the case in point, 

“And ﻿﻿certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, ﻿﻿“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 

But they were not the only ones.
Later, Judaizers hounded Paul’s steps on his missionary trips. They also went to the churches to which John wrote, probably the churches of Asia Minor named in Revelation 2-3.
I John 2:19
﻿﻿“They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, ﻿﻿so that ﻿﻿it would be shown that they all are not of us.” (NASB)
By the way, John is not saying that their departure shows that they were not saved. If they had believed, they had what?  They are just not correct in their doctrine. (See I John sermons on the website.)
They may have been unsaved, but you can’t prove that from what John says in 2:19.

The leaders of the church at Jerusalem were dissociating themselves from these heretics. Grace reaches out to everyone, but it does not embrace error. Sometimes it is necessary to separate from brothers because of doctrinal error. That is what the elders were doing.

2. To Those who were Now Sent – 15:25-27
a. A Word of Endorsement for Barnabas and Paul – 15:25-26
“it seemed good to us, being assembled with one ﻿﻿accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
It was good for the Jerusalem church to commend them to their home church. It gives them more credibility with their own people. After all, the people who disagreed with Paul and Barnabas before were from the Jerusalem church, though, as it turned out, not officially.
b. A Word of Endorsement for Barsabas and Silas – 15:27
“We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who will also report the same things by word of mouth.”
The letter says that these men were official.  They attested to the genuineness of the report. They personally carried the greeting of the Jerusalem church.
C. A Word of Government – 15:28-29
1. A Note of Confidence – 15:28

“For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things:
There was prayer in the decision. They asked the Holy Spirit for guidance and gave Him credit for the content of the letter.
Notice that they put the Holy Spirit first -- It seemed good “to the Holy Spirit,”

The Holy Spirit was in charge.

      He planned the venue – Jerusalem.

    

    It was He that had set the agenda, discussion then facts, 
      


  The order of the speakers,


   


The decision of James





And even the wording of this letter.

It also seemed good to the leaders - “and to us”. That’s what happens when the church listens to the One whom Jesus sent as our Guide,

John 16:13
“However, when He, ﻿﻿the Spirit of truth, has come, ﻿﻿He will guide you into all truth.”
A very ugly situation has been settled by allowing Him to guide.
Not everyone will be happy with the decision, but the doctrinal issue has been settled and anyone who disagrees will do so at his own peril.
The church has good reason for confidence.
2. A Note of Caution – 15.29
“that you abstain, from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from ﻿﻿sexual ﻿﻿immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well.”
As we noted before, all three of these items deal with the pagan religions.

Food offered to idols:
This food was offered to the heathen gods and then sold “in the shambles”
It was the best meat and, because of its source it was the cheapest. It was a usual practice among Gentiles to use an idol’s temple for banquets and celebrations. Paul also condemned the practice of Christians participating in these events. (1 Cor. 10:14-22). 
His reason was simple: “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the ﻿﻿communion of the blood of Christ? ﻿﻿The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? (14:16)
“You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and ﻿﻿the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the ﻿﻿Lord’s table and of the table of demons. (14:21)
Fornication

Fornication was such a common sin among the Gentiles that it was an accepted practice. Even in the church it was such a problem that Paul had to address it in I Cor. 6:12-18.

Things strangled and blood

This goes back to Gen. 9 -- There God gave people the privilege of eating flesh, but the blood was to be drained from it. 

Note: None of these things were necessary for their salvation.

III. The Finest Christian Love – 15:30-35
A. Warm Feelings – 15:30-31
“So when they were sent off, they came to Antioch; and when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the letter. When they had read it, they rejoiced over its encouragement.”
What had loomed as a problem so large that it threatened the very life of the church at Antioch as well as the entire Gentile effort has been solved. 
It was not solved by fighting or posturing or depending on personal opinions.

It was solved by prayer.

Looking at the facts and following the guide whom Jesus sent for that purpose.
No wonder they rejoiced! It was a miracle of God, greater than any miracle recorded thus far in the book of Acts.
B. Wondrous Fellowship – 15:32-33

“Now Judas and Silas, themselves being ﻿﻿prophets also, ﻿﻿  exhorted and strengthened the brethren with many words. ﻿And after they had stayed there for a time, they were ﻿﻿sent back with greetings from the brethren to ﻿﻿the apostles.”
They didn’t rush right back. They probably found it refreshing to work with people who so recently learn about the God of Israel and the salvation that included the Gentiles.
They were much very refreshing compared to the church in Jerusalem. In Jerusalem evangelistic zeal had given way to exclusivism and concern over non-essentials. 

In Nineveh they were still excited about their salvation enthusiastic about soul winning and ignorant about the much of the majesty and meaning of the Scriptures.
It’s a thrill to teach people like that! They actually listen and get excited about the Word, instead of considering it something to yawn at or argue about. 
After a short time, they “were sent” back to Jerusalem. “Were sent” probably means that the church gave them provisions to help them on their trip. They had no authority to tell them what to do.
C. Whitened Fields – 15:34-35
[“ However, it seemed good to Silas to remain there﻿”]
 Verse 34 is not found in the older manuscripts. So you will not find in the NASB – NIV- etc. It is found in the majority of the later manuscripts. So you will find it in the KJV and the NKJV.
It makes no difference at all to any doctrine, which is the case in most of the differences between the two lines of manuscripts. [the Alexandrian text and the Byzantine (Textus Receptus) ] There is a good, but lengthy, quote in the NBC course, ST. 222 Theology II notes pp. 81-82. (Especially the paragraph on p. 82.)
But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also. 

For the next several months Paul and Barnabas and other teachers set free from the burden of the legalists, threw themselves into the task of evangelism and Bible teaching.
Conclusion:

